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Cheney’s Energy Task Force mapped Iraq’s oilfields during 2001

On January 29, 2001, just after he entered office, President Bush announced the
creation of a new Cabinet-level National Energy Task Force, to be headed by Vice
President Cheney. [CNN] Given Vice President Cheney’s close ties to the energy
industry, there were concerns about potential conflicts of interest from the start.
Here's an excerpt from the President’s Question and Answer session that
afternoon:

Reporter: . . .given the Vice President’s past ties to oil, what can you say
to consumers that would allay any fears they might have that any deal
that you come up with on energy, any national energy policy, may be
more geared toward oil companies than to consumers?President

Bush: Well, Dick Cheney is a person who loves America and cares about the
future of the country, just like | do. And he understands what | understand, that
if we don’t find more energy supplies to meet growing demand in places like
California, the consumer is going to pay a dear price. [The White House]

In closed meetings about a month later, Cheney’s Energy Task Force discussed
the map and chart shown below.
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This map of Iraqg’s oilfields shown above was obtained by Judicial

Watch from the Commerce Department, as a result of the group’s Freedom
of Information Act lawsuit regarding the activities of the Cheney Energy
Task Force. The map is dated “3-01."

The document below, “Foreign Suitors for Iraqi Oilfield Contracts,”

dated March 5, 2001, lists firms that have oil contracts for the individual
oilfields, as well as the current status of those contracts. According

to former Wall Street Journal reporter Ron Suskind, the author of “"The Price
of Loyalty,” this document was also used by the Pentagon during Iraqg War
planning discussions during early March 2001. [CBS News]
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I don’t believe in conspiracy theories. In and of themselves, these
documents do not prove anything. But they raise some very serious
questions:

Why was the Energy Task Force discussing oil contracts in a foreign
country, on a field-by-field, and contract-by-contract, basis? Is this within
the scope of the group’s activities as listed in the Executive Order that
established it?

Did the Energy Task Force participate in the planning of the war in Iraq, as
some critics of the Bush administration have claimed? If so, is this within
the scope of the group’s activities as listed in the Executive Order that
established it?

Considering the crucial importance of the topics the Energy Task Force
appears to have discussed in meetings, don’t the American people deserve
disclosure of the participants and nature of these meetings? And isn't that
type of disclosure supposed to be guaranteed by Federal law under the
Federal Advisory Committee Act?



